T
he most basic technology in computer has changed radically in just the last 50 years, with whole new industries being born as result. 
History Of Computer Technology

The 1st generation of computers in 1930's and 40's use vacuum tubes. Transistors ran the 2nd generations of computers, starting in 1958. Microchips cam long in 1964, just 6 years later, to found the 3rd generation of computers. In 1970 the 4th generations had many more circuits per chip and the chips wear programmable computers are still based on microchips but who can count the generations now?

Computer software shows the same breathless rush to reinvent itself. Early commuters had to have programs written just for that computer[footnoteRef:1]. In 1990 (just the other day!) Bill Gates developed MS-DOS to operate IBM's 1st personal computer. Ten years later in 1990 Windows 3.0 with its graphical interface was released, and become an instant success.  [1:  Early programming languages were machine dependent.] 



